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Maritimes 
Future looks bright 

NARRAGANSETT 
REACTS TO 
OBAMA VICTORY 

By Alex McLeod 
reporter 

On November 4, 
Americans elected 
Barack Obama to be the 
44th President of the 
United States. 

President-elect Obama 
is highly approved with 
a 72 percent favorability 
rating, as reported by 
the November 9 Gallup 
daily tracking poll. 

On the same day, cur-
rent President George 
Bush was ranked with a 
27 percent job approval 
rating. Through the 
sharp contrasts between 
the two politicians, 
Americans may draw a 
sense of hope and confi-
dence for the future. 

 French teacher Mrs. 
Biafore said we may 
now look positively on 
the years to come. “I am 
more optimistic about 

 

Movies in class 

by Lexy Davis 
reporter 

 
Movies are entertain-

ment, a good way to spend 
time with friends, a great 
way to have fun out on a 
Saturday night, but what 
about movies in school? 

Films in class can have 
many benefits to students 
during the learning proc-
ess. 

“Films can visually dem-
onstrate topics that are 
hard for students to pic-
ture. They contain real life 
images that can be im-
planted in the imagina-
tion,” Mr. Kutcher, chem-
istry teacher, said.  

Kutcher also said that he 
showed a movie in his ac-
celerated chemistry class 
this year and he likes to do 
this because the informa-
tion the students are 
learning is presented in a 
different way that they 
haven’t seen before. 

“I like movies because it 
is a moment of relaxation. 
You get a chance to listen 
to someone else’s perspec-
tive instead of watching 
the teacher for an hour, it 
catches your interest,”  
Jessica Motherway, Jun-
ior, said. 

“I use movies in English 
class sometimes to help 
introduce an author,” Ms. 
Burns, English teacher, 
said. Last week Burns 
showed a documentary on 
Edgar Allen Poe to her 
freshman, she did this be-
cause she felt it was im-
portant for her students to 
learn about Poe’s life in 
order to compare it to his 
stories. “Movies increase 
the understanding for 
something difficult; they 
can give background infor-
mation on a topic or show 
a different side.” 

When asked how she  
 

(please see Movies p 3) 

Senior Papers 
by  Jenna Mairs 
reporter 

 
With the senior paper due 

date quickly arriving, sen-
iors are feeling the crunch. 

Seniors throughout the 
school are working to write 
their papers, the first half 
of their senior project, un-
der the advisement of Mrs. 
Nardone, chair, and the 
entire English department. 

Seniors are expected to 
write an 8 to 12 page paper 
that proves something 
about their topic of choice.  

Their paper must include 
in text documentation, a 
works cited page, with 6 to 
8 sources and a self con-
ducted interview Mrs. 
Burns, English teacher, 
said. 

The process is not as de-
manding as it seems, for 
the seniors have set dead-
lines, or “firm Fridays” for 
a certain piece of their fi-
nal paper said Nardone. 
“Firm Fridays” are the 
deadlines for a piece of the 
paper, in the sense that 
the student must have that 
part completed by two o 
clock Friday afternoon, no 
exceptions Nardone said. 

The deadlines are set 
ahead of time, and only 
pieces of the paper are due 
on certain dates. “We 
break down the whole re-
search process,” Nardone 
said. 

Seniors have  started 
their  papers yet,  after 
completing  the prelimi-
nary process of note cards 
and organization Burns 
said. The first four pages of 
their paper were due  No-
vember 20. 

As for the seniors, most of 
them are working hard. 
“Most students are taking 
it seriously at this point,” 
Burns said. The majority of 
them are working hard  

 
(please see Seniors, p 3) 

on the years to come. “I 
am more optimistic about 
the future based on the 
election results,” Biafore 
said. 

Overall turnout and new 
voter turnout is also a posi-
tive sign to many. English 
teacher Mrs. Nardone said 
that high voter turnout is 
an indicator of a change in 
our country. “I think the 
outcome was very positive 
and more people becoming 
involved in our democracy,” 
Nardone said. 

New voter registrations 
this year were unprece-
dented with 3.5 million new 
voters registered. Over 4 
million more ballots were 
cast this year than in 2004 
according to Politico, a 
news and polling website 
estimate. 

New voters made up 
approximately 11 per-
cent of ballots cast. This 
demographic highly fa-
vored President-elect 
Obama. New York 
Times exit polls indicate 
69 percent of new voters 
preferred Obama to 30 
percent for Senator 
McCain. 

Nardone also high-
lighted President-elect 
Obama’s ability to in-
spire Americans as a 
very positive trait that 
will benefit the country. 
“Whether you are a re-
publican or democrat, 
Mr. Obama has inspired 
people in a way that 
hasn’t been done in a 
long time,” Nardone 
said. 

The majority of Narra-
gansett High School stu-
dents supported Presi-
dent-elect Obama, as 
indicated by the mock 
election. Most students 
consider President-elect  

 
(please see Election p 3) 

First quarter wrap-up with Mrs. Manchette 
by Kyle Doubrava 
reporter  

It is hard to believe that 
the 2008-09 school year at 
NHS is one quarter of the 
way finished.  

Papers are beginning to 
pile on desks, students are 
up into the wee hours of the 

morning doing homework, 
and teachers are attempt-
ing to ease back into their 
routine. No matter if they 
have new rooms or not. 

Mrs. Manchette, for one, is 
very glad to have her old 
room back after the con-
struction in the math wing 

along with some helpful 
technology to assist her 
with her teaching. 

“There are a couple of 
great things that came from 
[the construction]. I’ve got 
my technology back which 
is very helpful in the class-
room. We also have brand 

new whiteboards which are 
very effective in teaching 
lessons,” Manchette said. 

Manchette also said that 
with the installation of the 
whiteboards come more op-
portunities for students to 
volunteer to try a problem 
on the board. 

The school year allows 
both students and teachers 
to start anew and make 
reasonable goals for them-
selves. Depending on how 
different students learn, 
Mrs. Manchette says she is 
 
(please see Manchette p 3) 

Mr. Obama has in-
spired people in a 

way that hasn’t been 
done in a long time, 

 

-Mrs. Nardone, English chair 
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 Teacher Spotlight 
by KIANI CARROLL 
reporter 
 
     Mrs. Pelopida was born 
in Poland with her two par-
ents. She is an only child 
and later moved to the 
United States at the age of 
ten. English is her second 
language and Pelopida 
speaks fluent Polish. 
     This information is re-
vealing who Mrs. Pelopida 
really is. She is a woman 
who likes to have fun and 
enjoys being with family 
other than just being an 
English teacher. 
     Pelopida originally 
looked into the profession of 
teaching because both her 
mom and aunt were    
t e a c h e r s .                                                                                    
“My mom is a teacher, my 
aunt is a teacher, so I said I 
am going to be a teacher,” 
Pelopida said . 
     “My first love of litera-
ture was Shakespeare. I 
really enjoyed reading his 
works. And one day in Eng-
lish class I made this pres-
entation to my fellow stu-
dents and my English 
teacher was really im-
pressed by the way I ana-
lyzed the literature and I 
really enjoyed delivering 
the speech.” 
     “ And just the confluence 
of all those things made it 
really come together for me. 

I went to Rhode Island Col-
lege and I really liked mak-
ing the handouts and plan-
ning the lessons. And in 
student teaching, I loved 
interacting with the kids. 
So it all fell into place for 
me,” says Pelopida. 
      She likes many things 
about teaching. “I like 
teaching because I have the 
opportunity to interact with 
kids and kids are great. 
They keep you grounded 
and they keep you young. 
And it’s just an array of 
personalities that you get 
to see and experience and 
it’s great. Every day is a 
new day, it’s never boring, 
it’s always exciting, and 
something new is always 
going on,” said Pelopida. 
     When Pelopida is not 
teaching, she often is with 
her husband, friends, or 
mom. She goes out to din-
ner with her husband, 
Tony, or goes to her friends’ 
houses. Pelopida also 
spends a lot of time with 
her mom. “We are like best 
friends. I hang out with my 
mom and she comes over 
my house sometimes and 
we go shopping and do stu-
pid things that women do,” 
Pelopida said. 
     Pelopida admires her 
parents. “They gave up a 
lot in their own homeland, 
in their own country to 

move here and they moved 
here for me,” Pelopida said. 
     The happiest day of Pel-
opida’s life so far was her 
wedding. “It was perfect; 
everything went exactly 
how I wanted it to go. It 
was happy, great. Even the 
DJ was phenomenal. The 
food was great.  The place 
was beautiful. My dress 
was great. My hair came 
out. I didn’t have any zits…
thank god! Nothing was out 
of place. Everything just 
flowed smoothly.” 
     She regrets nothing in 
her life so far. “Nope, I 
don’t have any regrets be-
cause sometimes you have 
regrets like when you are 
in the process of it, you are 
like maybe I shouldn’t be 
doing this or that, but you 
look where you end up and 
you say I am happy where I 
am right now and every-
thing I have done in the 
past makes me who I am 
today,” says Pelopida. 
     Pelopida is both excited 
and nervous to have a baby. 
Her baby is due October 31, 
2008, and yet she  keeps 
working  until the last pos-
sible second. The baby’s 
name is going to be Alexan-
der. And hopefully Pelopida 
will make her way back to 
NHS in February. 

Smooth Start to 08’-09’ School Year 
by: ALEX MCLEOD 
reporter 
      
     For many reasons, Vice 
Principal Mr. Smith be-
lieves this year is going ex-
traordinarily well.  
     “Overall, from a general 
perspective, I think there 
have been less disciplinary 
issues this year compared 
to last year at this time,” 
“There really hasn’t been a 
major issue yet,” Smith 
said.  
     Smith attributes the suc-
cess this year to clarity of 
expectations among the stu-
dent body and increased 
supervision of hallways, 
bathrooms and exits.  
      Smith was very happy 
with the conduct of spirit 
week in particular. “This 
year was the best spirit 
week we’ve had. For the 
first time in my four years 
here, not one kid got in 
trouble on spirit day. That’s 
never happened before,” 
Smith said.  
     Smith has attempted to 
keep his policy as stable as 
possible. “I think consis-
tency is important. Consis-
tency helps to minimize 
discipline,” Smith said.  

     Despite Smith’s non-
fluctuating core policy, his 
method for handling issues 
has changed over the years. 
“I know the kids better,” 
Smith said. 
     Smith believes he has 
developed a trust with stu-
dents. “There is more of a 
mutual trust between my-
self and the students. You 
know, if a student shares 
information with me, they 
know it’s not going to get 
back to them. That takes a 
while to build, but I think 
we’re at that point where 
we’ve built that trust. I 
trust the kids and the kids 
trust me,” Smith said. 
     F r e s h m a n  A u s t i n 
Vieira’s impressions of Mr. 
Smith coincide with Smith’s 
comments. “Mr. Smith, he 
seems like one of those guys 
you can trust,” Vieira said.  
     Smith has several advi-
sories to students to avoid 
disciplinary action this 
year.  
     What Smith considered 
to be a major gap in school 
policy in years past, cyber 
bullying, is now included in 
an expanded policy this 
year. “If you write a nasty 
email or message to a stu-

dent, if you send a nasty 
text message on a cell 
phone, you’re going to get in 
trouble for that. I now have 
the authority to deal with 
that now. If a kid bullies 
another kid with a com-
puter or cell phone outside 
of school and it affects the 
climate inside the school, I 
can deal with that now,” 
Smith said.  
     Smith also warns stu-
dents that teachers will be 
monitoring areas such as 
bathrooms and exits care-
fully this year. “Teachers 
who have hallway duty will 
pay particular attention to 
the bathrooms. I ask that 
teachers pay attention to 
the exits, to make sure kids 
are not cutting classes. And 
I help with that as well,” 
Smith said. 
      Overall, Smith simply 
advises students to use 
their judgment and make 
good decisions.  
     “I think so far it has 
been a smooth year and I’d 
like to see that continue,” 
said Smith.  

Mock Election, Huge Success 

by KIANI CARROLL 
reporter 
 
     The Narragansett 
High School student body 
was recently given a huge 
job. They had to decide 
which candidate, Barrack 
Obama or John McCain 
was going to be our next 
president in mock elec-
tions. 
      This event was a huge 
success and resulted in 
Obama winning by a land-
slide; with a 200-vote dif-
ference.  
      The student body 
seemed to react positively 
towards mock elections. 
96.5% present voted in 
the building.  
      Mr. Joubert received 

positive reviews from 
teachers. 
     “I am proud of my 
classes because they did a 
good job. They were able 
to be serious and have fun 
at the same time,”  
Joubert said. 
     “Teachers kept coming 
up to me and telling me 
that the kids did a really 
good job in the adviso-
ries,”  Jourbert said.  
      “It was good to see 
that the mock elections 
were a huge success be-
cause they made the vot-
ing experience as real as 
possible and will hope-
fully get students to vote 
when it actually counts,” 
Jackie Iannucci, a fresh-
men said. 

NHS Press is the  
absolute best!! 



th
e Maritimes Maritimes 3 Page edited by Jenna Mairs and Alex McLeod  Monday, December 1, 2008 

MOVIES 
selects movies, Burns said 
it depends on what the 
class is studying. For in-
stance at Ms. Burns previ-
ous school she showed the 
movie the Notebook be-
cause it showed how an 
older story can be trans-
ported into the present and 
still be valuable. Then she 
had her students compare 
and contrast the Note Book 
with the Great Gatsby, the 
book they were reading in 
class, by completing a six to 
eight paragraph essay 
showing the similarities 
and differences. 

“I usually don’t like mov-
ies unless they are really 
good because I will fall 
asleep. But in English this 
year I liked watching Find-
ing Forrester because it 
was good and kept me 
awake.” Tori Frankovich, 
Junior, said. 

Mr. Cannon thinks that 
the benefits of movies are 
to help students create a 
picture to the idea. “I use 
short movie clips because 
they give the student a vis-
ual so they can read the 
information and learn the 
information and then see 
it.” 

When asked how he se-
lects his movie Cannon said 
“I choose film clips that are 
historically accurate.” 

“I think it is good to show 
movies in class because it is 
a better way to learn then 
being lectured.” Ashlie 
Champlin, Junior, said. 

“I use moves because they 
enhance the learning ex-
perience and are a visual 
for a lesson.” Ms. Leasca 
said.” When asked how she 
selects her movies she com-
mented saying her movie 
choice is based on the 
theme that they are doing 
in class. 

“I like movies, but not 
when they’re boring. 
They’re a good way to re-
late topics in class to the 
outside world in an enter-
taining way.” Stacey 
Moskwa, Junior, Said. 

When asked whether cer-
tain movies are or aren’t 
allowed in school Ms. 
Burns, Ms. Leasca and Mr. 
Cannon all said that it de-
pends on if the movie is 
school appropriate. If the 
movie is R rated or has 
graphic material it must be 
cleared by the school and a 
permission slip signed for 
each student. 

Manchette 
constantly changing her 

teaching methods to get 
through to her students. 

“We always have to adapt 
to the needs of our stu-
dents. Every year is differ-
ent.”  

Mrs. Manchette is one of 
the math teachers who 
teach collaborative classes, 
meaning that she teaches 
students with various 
math needs. 

“I haven’t had collabora-
tive classes in a long time. 

It’s worked out really well 
because I’ve learned a lot 
of different teaching meth-
ods to teach my students.” 

Even though the school 
year is one quarter of the 
way complete, Mrs. Man-
chette already has some 
goals in mind to keep her 
students aware and up to 
speed. 

“One of my goals is to 
increase communication 
with my students.” 

Mrs. Manchette also sees 
the need to post students’ 

grades more often as the 
quarter number two be-
gins to unfold. 

“I want to post grades 
more frequently. Right 
now I post them about 
twice per quarter but I 
want to increase that to 
maybe once per week.” 

Not only does a new 
school year let students 
and teachers start fresh, 
but every quarter is a time 
to get organized and be in 
relatively good shape by 
the midterm exams. 

Seniors 
Nardone said, although 

some need more help than 
others. 

“Some kids don’t want to 
do any of this process by 
themselves” she said, “but 
they seem to be doing 
pretty well”. 

Although some of the 
people don’t like doing 
their work, Nardone does 
like helping the seniors. 
“It can be frustrating”, she 
said, “but I think that 
learning to do research-
based writing is impor-
tant, and I do like it.” 

Burns also likes helping 
the seniors, and thinks 
that it’s not only the sen-
iors who are learning she  

said. “I like it because not 
only am I helping them 
but I’m learning from 
their papers about topics I 
wouldn’t otherwise study” 
she said. 

The paper itself is not 
due until January said 
Burns. Throughout that 
time research will be done, 
the paper will be written, 
it will be read by a group 
of teachers; it will be re-
written, and then submit-
ted as the first part of sen-
ior project. 

“We grade it, give it back 
to them, make corrections, 
and the paper is done by 
January” Burns said. 

All in all, the process is 
rewarding for the seniors, 
Nardone said. “People 

complain that high school 
graduates come out not 
prepared. I think that it 
adds meaning and struc-
ture to senior year” she 
said. 

The topics of the papers 
range from feng shui to 
solar energy to learning 
sign language she said. 
There was even one girl 
writing about how women 
have to physically train 
differently than men in 
order to run a marathon, 
said Burns. 

Although the process is 
long and demanding, it 
helps the seniors prepare 
for the college experience 
and life. “They are very 
well positioned for the 
next step” Nardone said. 

Dodgeball tournament complete success 
by Kaitlyn Murray 
reporter 

 
One word to describe this 

year‘s annual Dodge ball 
Tournament put on by the 
seniors? 

“Intense,” Jessica Mother-
way, junior, said. “Way 
more than last year. Every-
one got really into it.” 

10 teams participated in 
the tournament with about 
8 or 9 players per team. 
Each squad had an inter-
esting name, ranging from 
“Shawn Johnson”, to “Team 
Roids” to “We butter our 
bread with butter”. The 
teams’ players included 
Narragansett High School 
students, teachers, coaches, 
students from other 
schools, and even some re-
turning graduates.   

For the tournament, the 

teams were matched with 
an opposing team, where 
they would play the best 2 
out of 5. Each group was 
able to play at least a few 
games, with the losers play-
ing the losers for fun and 
placement, and the winners 
playing the winners for the 
championship. Overall, 20 
games were played and in 
the final round the unde-
feated Goon Squad beat the 
Dome Seekers for first 
place. The winners received 
passes to the movies and 
pizza as a prize.  

Some highlights of the 
games included Mr. Hack-
ett diving out of the way of 
an oncoming ball and acci-
dentally performing a back-
wards summersault, or 
when Patrick Bowlby and 
Spencer Littlefield were left 
to battle it out one-on-one 

to win the round for their 
teams. Also, arguments 
broke out between players 
over whether or not some-
one had been hit by a ball, 
and the game had to be 
temporarily suspended 
when they began arguing 
with the referees. 

“Afterwards one kid went 
up to another kid on the 
other team and shoved 
him.” Chelsea Louzon, jun-
ior, said. “The other kid 
was going to shove him 
back but Mr. Shuman was 
able to break it up first.” 

The dodge ball games 
themselves were on the ex-
treme side, too.  

“The boys looked like they 
were playing to kill,” Moth-
erway said. “The way they 
were strategizing and 
throwing the balls at each 
other, you’d think it was a 

battlefield.” 
 The seniors have been 

holding this tournament as 
a fundraiser for their class 
since their first year at the 
high school. Mrs. Lopes, 
senior advisor, was the one 
to come up with the idea. 

The average turnout for 
the games is about 50-70 
spectators, and about 10-12 
teams participating. The 
seniors hold one tourna-
ment in the fall and one in 
the spring, and between the 
two the class will earn 
about $1200 from the sign-
ups and $500 in entry fees, 
Mrs. Lopes said.  

To prepare for the event, 
Mrs. Lopes and senior 
working on the fundraiser 
had to get legal waivers 
form the people planning to 
participate, so they were 
insured if anyone were to 

get injured. They also 
needed to receive permis-
sion to use the gym and to 
move the bleachers to make 
accommodations. There big-
gest responsibility, though, 
was getting people to sign 
up and show up. 

“Every year I start trying 
to get people interested 
early and everyone ends up 
waiting until the day of the 
tournament to sign up,” 
Lopes said.  

While the fundraiser 
might seem like a bit of a 
hassle, Lopes is sad that it 
was one of the last she will 
have with the senior class, 
she said. 

The next dodge ball tour-
nament will be held in the 
spring, where Narragansett 
players will take on stu-
dents from North Kings-
town.  

ELECTION 
Obama’s victory to be a 
positive step for our coun-
try. 

“Go Obama! I think he’s 
going to do a really great 
job,” Marisa Haggstrom, 
freshman, said. 

Freshman Hannah Col-
lier echoed Haggstrom’s 
optimism. “I think Barack 
Obama [will be] a good 

president and he was a 
good choice. I am glad 
that he won because I 
think he’ll bring about 
the change that America 
needs,” Collier said. 

President-elect Obama’s 
inauguration will take 
place January 20, 2009.  

Americans can watch for 
appointments the Obama 
administration. 

NHS  
Maritimes 

 
We’re like  

Joey Lawrence,  
Whoa! 
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Word on the street 
What is your holiday tradition? 

“I like the feasting holidays because 
I love to cook and I love to eat”  
- Mr. O’Brien, Faculty  

“On Christmas, my family always 
goes to a different relative’s house 
every year” 
- Samira Hosseini, Senior 

“After Thanksgiving, my family and I 
set up a Christmas tree” 
- Vinny Ballarino, Sophomore 

Early Christmas? 
By Stephanie 
McWhinnie 
COLUMNIST  
 
 
 

I’ll be the first one to ad-
mit, Christmas is my favor-
ite holiday. But this year it 
has come way too early. 
Our economy is suffering 
but that doesn’t mean forc-
ing people into further debt 
by the constant advertising 
telling you “buy buy buy.” 

This year it has been ap-
parent that the materialis-
tic Christmas has come far 
too soon, it’s bad enough 
that over the years Christ-
mas has changed from a 
day to be with family and 
friends to how many gifts 
can you get. 

The values implied about 
Christmas are not right, 
kids always say their favor-
ite thing about Christmas 
is the presents, not seeing 
family, decorating the 
house, or watching the 
movies that our parents 
have been watching for 
years. 

You’d think that because 
of the economy that there 
wouldn’t be that much 
pressure to buy more, this 

year it seems it is worse 
than ever. The holiday 
shopping has begun as 
early as October. 

Retail has dictated the 
beginning of each season; 
how far can that go until 
we rush through every-
thing. All this advertising 
has put the burden on us 
making us want to get the 
holiday’s over with. 

For all the families leav-
ing their homes every day, 
how can you expect to force 
them to feel bad about not 
being able to buy the latest 
toys for their children when 
they can hardly even put a 
roof over their head? 

The media influences us 
and makes us believe we 
need to have the latest 
technology,  and fashion 
trends, but when is it 
enough? 

Poor choices are being 
made all because of media 
influence. Even the com-
mercial’s during the news 
contain advertisement 
about sales at JC Penny’s 
for holiday shopping, all 
because big station owners 
are only interested in the 
biggest dollar sign. 

Morals we imply on our 
youth are what our future 

will behold. If we base our 
future on money and ob-
jects there will be no way to 
fix our economy. 

The pressure for bigger 
and better things without 
the income to prove it is 
what got us here in the first 
place. American’s don’t 
learn their lesson because 
they’re always being bailed 
out of bankruptcy. 

No one thinks to help oth-
ers anymore, and that is 
because we base our sur-
roundings on who has 
what, and their status. 

In this time of our econ-
omy crisis, it’s now that we 
need to make a change. If 
we can’t learn from these 
mistakes then they’re just 
going to keep happening, 
and all we know will be 
based is to strive for bigger, 
better material objects. 

Christmas is one holiday 
that shouldn’t be about the 
pricey gifts, but more about 
the traditions, love, family, 
and generosity. Donate to 
someone less fortunate 
than yourself rather than 
thinking only of what you 
want and purchasing gifts 
that won’t be as important 
the next year or the count-
less years to follow! 

Sometimes people are just inconsiderate.  
 Most of us have experienced it this year. Your 

trying to walk through the crowded hallways and get 
to your class but get stopped in the traffic.  

The hallways are always crowded and its difficult 
to get through and for some reason no one can figure 
out why things are so slow. 

This year seems to be the worst though as you 
travel down the freshman hallway its constant stop-
ping for the kids who just stand in the middle  of the 
hall and talk to their friends.  

With a limited amount of time from first bell to 
second bell, the freshman need to understand that 
its time to walk and not stop and talk.  

Of course a lot of them understand to move to the 
side and get out of  the way, but most stand in the 
middle and just stare off in space.  

Even just going to Advisory is difficult because 
there are people just huddled in the middle of the 
hallway discussing things that aren’t that important.  

Also, public display’s of affection aren’t something 
to do at school.  Its great that you like each other so 
much, but we don’t care to see it.  

There is a reason why people invented doors, and 
you’ll probably be broken up in a week anyways. 

Its really uncomfortable for people to have to 
watch you with your boyfriend or girlfriend. 

 Of course we understand why you show public 
displays of affections, but you have to understand 
that its rude for you to not do that in private. 

Making out in the hallway is not something we all 
need to see before going to class. 

Please, next time your walking in the hallway, 
don’t stop in the middle, walk faster,  and try to cut 
back on the public display’s of affection.  

Its just common courtesy and I’m sure it’s not too 
much to ask for.  

Hallway behavior 
inappropriate  
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Jamaica, the homeland, 
for most reggae artists can 
be seen as very tropical, 
lied back type of music. The 
sound of the music portrays 
the way Bob Marley, the 
reggae legend, lived his life 
and how he passed it down 
to two of his sons Ziggy and 
Damian Marley.  

The sound of reggae is a 
rhythmic beat with a vari-
ety of instruments ranging 
from the drums to the key-
board. Most of the time 
there is a Caribbean accent 
in the singer’s voice along 
with a nice relaxed feel to 
the music. Listeners will 
never hear a reggae song 
that is rushed and off beat, 
it’s just not the style. 

The king of reggae was 
Bob Marley. When most 
people hear reggae they 
think of Bob almost imme-
diately.  

He lived in Jamaica where 
he had 13 kids, 8 which 
were from separate moms. 
Two of these kids were 
David “Ziggy” Marley and 
Damian Marley.  

Both children of Bob, the 
legend of reggae, had fol-
lowed their father’s foot-
steps and now are ruling 
the reggae charts. David is 
better known as Ziggy Mar-
ley and Damian is known 
as Junior Gong, after his 
father. 

Ziggy is ten years older 
than Damian, he is now 40 
years old. Ziggy is on two 
labels Tuffs Gong World-
wide which was his fathers 
and Ghetto Youths Crew 
which he was creating in 
2003. Ziggy hasn’t been 
that involved in the music 
world lately, but it’s only 
about time when the reggae 
artist has a hit.  

Damian is 30 years old 
and still lives in Jamaica, 
like his dad did. Damian is 

better known in the world 
of music than Ziggy with 
two big hits, “Road to Zion” 
and “Welcome to Jamrock”. 
Although younger than 
Ziggy, Damian still got the 
nickname Junior Gong af-
ter his father.  

The two artists both cur-
rently are still keeping the 
original style that their fa-
ther had passed to them. If 
you were to listen to a play-
list of all Marley family 
songs you will really have 
to know the songs to tell 
who is singing and who is-
n’t. After all that is what all 
sons want to know is that 
they are as good as their 
dad.  

Disappointing enough to 
see that Ziggy and 
Damian’s father is still tak-
ing the top three spots in 
reggae charts even when he 
has been deceased for 27 
years. They might not ever 
have the pleasure of know-
ing that they were better 

artists than their dad, but 
what can they expect the 
guy’s a legend.  

With Ziggy and Damian 
constantly trying to meet 

their father’s expectations 
at least they will have the 
pleasure of going down in 
the history books as one of 
greatest reggae artist ever. 

Welcome to the Marley’s, home of Reggae extraordinaires 
by: TYLER CASEY 
reporter 

Looking for an exotic res-
taurant? Maybe a restau-
rant that’s the perfect place 
for a first date? Shogun 
Restaurant in the South 
County Commons (near the 
movie theater) is full of en-
ergy and the Japanese am-
biance places you right in 
the middle of an authentic 
Japanese steakhouse.  

Shogun is a fairly large 
restaurant, with plenty of 
barstool tables and seats 
but they have a limited 
amount of hibachi tables. A 
hibachi table is a special 
kind of table that holds 
eight guests in a rectangu-
lar fashion, but that’s not 
the best part.  

Upon ordering a meal and 
receiving a small salad bowl 
with Asian Ginger dressing 
and a cup of soup, a chef 
rolls his cart of raw fish and 
meat toward the table a 
begins manifesting an 
amazing meal that’s well 
worth its price right before 

your very eyes. 
Shogun has an array of 

meals but has a restricted 
amount of appetizers. The 
main meals are referred to 
as “Hibachi” courses. Some 
of the appetizers include 
tempura, Shrimp tempura, 
Chicken tempura and Yaki-
tori.  

The Hibachi dishes consist 
of scallops, shrimp, chicken, 
steak, filet mignon, to name 

a few. These dishes are on 
the expensive side (ranging 
from $13.95 to $23.95) but 
in the end the experience is 
well worth the total bill. 

Since the restaurant is 
conveniently located in the 
Commons, many students 
from NHS find the time to 
consume these extraordi-
nary meals. 

“It’s very oriental,” Josè 
Novoa, junior, said. 

“It has a good Eastern 
World atmosphere,” Matt 
Prezioso, junior, said. 

As remarkable as Sho-
gun’s food is, this is not a 
restaurant to go to by your-
self and have a seat at a 
hibachi table. Since there 
are limited hibachi tables, 
up to three different parties 
could end up sitting to-
gether, depending on the 
size of each one.  

It does get a little uncom-
fortable to have whisper 
conversations with your 
family members, trying to 
conceal what you are saying 
from the party of strangers 
across the table. People who 
do plan on going to the res-
taurant should reserve six 
to eight seats, if possible. 

Please note that Shogun is 
not a lunch restaurant; the 
facility only serves dinner 
which begins at 5:00 pm 
each night. 

Shogun is definitely a 
sleeper restaurant in South 
County, and oriental food-
lovers should certainly find 
the time to experience the 
fine dining and service that 
this steakhouse has to offer. 

Shogun is open every day 
of the week. Operating 
hours are Sunday-Thursday 
5-10pm and Fridays & Sat-
urdays from 5-11pm. Ad-
dress: 59 South County 
Commons Plaza, Wakefield, 
RI. Reservations can be 
made by calling Shogun at: 
(401) 284-1331. 

Shogun Hits the Spot 
by KYLE DOUBRAVA 
reporter 



“  
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by KAITLYN MURRAY 
reporter 

Due to a lack of student 
registration, Narragan-
sett High School’s 
planned Project Close-up 
trip to Washington D.C 
has been canceled for this 
year.  

Project Close-up is a 
program that allows high 
school students from all 
over the country visit the 
Nation’s Capitol. There, 
students and teachers get 
to  meet with members of 
Congress,  tour the cities’ 
many monuments, such 
as the white house , dis-
cuss political subjects 
with experts and see just 
how  our government is 
run.   

In order to go through 
with the trip, at least 
eight students needed to 
attend. People interested 
were supposed to see Mr. 
Schroeter, the event coor-
dinator, and get a code to 
register online. Only six 
people received the code 
and signed up.  

“They (Project Close-up) 

wanted way too much 
money, roughly $1500, 
and that doesn‘t even 
include transportation.” 
Schroeter said. “ It’s a 
great opportunity, but 
with today’s economy it’s 
hard  for families to come 
up with that kind of 
money.”  

Narragansett High 
School last worked with 
Project Close-up in 2002 
Schroeter was also one of 
the chaperones for that 
trip, and already has a 
sense of what this year’s 
trip would’ve been like.  

“The program gave us a 
guided tour around D.C 
and the Supreme Court, 
and other important ar-
eas. We were given ques-
tions of the day, and 
would talk to government 
officials about issues that 
were relevant at the 
time,” Schroeter said. 
“We even got to watch a 
play at Forks Theater, 
where Lincoln was shot.”       

As for the student’s who 
actually register for the 
Project Close-up trip, 

they’re disappointed that 
they have to miss out on 
the experience.   

“I was really looking 
forward to going,” 
Sammy Carver, Senior, 
said. “I wish more people 
had signed up.” 

Schroeter also was not  
happy about the cancella-
tion. Last time NHS vis-
ited D.C, they got to see  
and protestors against 
Bush outside the White 
House 

“I was really happy that 
Obama won the election 
and would’ve loved to see 
his first days in office. 
Schroeter said. “The in-
auguration would’ve been 
amazing.” 

Despite this year’s bad 
turnout, the school will 
try again to get a trip 
together next year.  

“Hopefully, by next 
year, the economy will be 
a bit better, and more 
students will be able to 
afford it.” said Schroeter. 
“I definitely want to raise 
more interest for the pro-
gram.”  

by JENNA MAIRS 
reporter 
 
A once in a life time oppor-

tunity has been given to a 
student at NHS, the oppor-
tunity to attend the inaugu-
ration of the next president 
of the United States. 

Shawn Edwards, junior, 
will be attending the inau-
guration, or swearing in, of 
president-elect Barack 
Obama.  

“I’m very excited about it” 
Edwards said. 

While on the trip, he will 
have the chance to partici-
pate in debates, meet sena-

tors and representatives of 
Rhode Island, and listen to  
keynote speakers such as 
Lance Armstrong and for-
mer Secretary of State 
Colin Powell. Edwards will 
also attend the Inaugural 
Ball. 

The departure is sched-
uled January 17, 2009 for a 
four day trip to Washing-
ton, and will return Janu-
ary 21. 

“I think that it’s going to 
be a wonderful experience 
for him, being at such a his-
torical event especially now 
that Obama got into office” 
Mrs. Deborah Edwards, 

Shawn’s mother, said. 
The interest all began in 

middle school for Shawn 
Edwards, when his teacher 
recommended him to attend 
a program called the Junior 
National Young Leaders 
Conference (JNYLC). 

He was accepted into the 
program, and has been in-
vited each year since to go 

on a trip to Washington, 
but Edwards declined the 
offer.  It was only when 
they offered the chance for 
him to attend the inaugura-
tion that he  accepted. 

Edwards’ interest in poli-
tics makes this an exciting 
trip for him. “I like the fact 
that each person can bring 
up their own issues and 
debate them, but I’m more 
interested in the military 
aspect of politics,” he said. 

He said he is also excited 
by the chance to possibly 
meet Barack Obama.  

“I believe that the change 
he offers could be great for 

our country,” he said. 
In the election, however, 

Edwards could not decide 
for himself who to vote for, 
if given the chance.  “Both 
candidates supplied great 
issues, but I was still unde-
cided in the election” Ed-
wards said. 

Edwards said he is looking 
forward to his trip and  see-
ing Barack Obama in office.  
His family is very proud of 
him. “I hope that he takes 
this experience with him 
and remembers it to tell his 
kids one day,” Deborah Ed-
wards said. 

NHS student to attend Presidential inauguration  

”  
I believe that the 
change he offers 
could be great for 
our country.  

-Shawn Edwards 

by LEXY DAVIS 

reporter 
Students helping students 

make positive decisions 
about challenges in their 
everyday life. That’s what 
Students Against Destruc-
tive Decisions (SADD) is all 
about.   

“One thing we do in 
SADD is to help raise 
money and support MADD 
(Mothers Against Destruc-
tive Decisions) in order to 
help the community” Ashlie 
Champlin, Junior, said.  

SADD, originally known 
as Students Against Drunk 
Driving, is an organization 
that prides itself upon 
making a difference, creat-
ing positive peer pressure 
and being good role mod-
els.   

SADD is a leadership or-
ganization dedicated to pre-
venting harmful decisions, 
particularly underage 
drinking, other drug use, 
impaired driving, teen vio-
lence, teen depression and 
suicide. It is no longer a 
program to prevent just  
drinking and driving.   

According to the SADD 
website (www.sadd.com), 

SADD’s mission simply 
stated is “...to provide stu-
dents with the best preven-
tion and intervention tools 
possible to deal with the 
issues of underage drink-
ing, other drug use, im-
paired driving and other 
destructive decisions.” 

SADD chapters serve as a 
direct link to the heart of a 
school system and commu-
nity. The Narragansett 
SADD chapter is made up 
of a dedicated group of stu-
dent who try to empower 
NHS students to make safe 
decisions in everyday life.  

The officers of the Narra-
gansett chapter include 
Alexia Reyes (President), 
Ashlie Champlin, (Vice 
President), Julia Bernardi 
(Secretary and Treasurer), 
Sara Balestrieri (Victim 
Adoption Chair), Chelsea 
Louzon (SADD Week 
Chair), and Josh Reyes 
(Mock Tail Chair). 

Any students interested 
in SADD, come to one of 
the meetings,  held every 
Tuesday at 2:15 p.m. to 
3:00 p.m. (times may vary 
for meeting lengths) in 
Mrs. Girama’s 

Project Close-up Canceled 

The story behind SADD 

NHS  
Maritimes 

… oh word 
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NHS SPORTS 

by MATT PISTACCHIO 
reporter 
 
 The NHS Mariner 
Basketball teams are in 
full function as December 
1st approaches marking 
first practices. 
    “I am lucky to have such 
good players this year, 
most of them returning 
players,” Head coach David 
Gee said. 
     “My goals for the year is 
to get our team to the final 
four playoff spots.  
     “My job is to get the 
best out of my players and 
teach them the tools they 
need for success and I am 
lucky to have a lot of talent 
on my team,” Gee said. 
     “I expect to have a lot of 

fun this year,” Brendan 
Kenny, senior, said. 
     “I hope to win division 
and maybe win state. Our 
team is very good this 
year; we have a lot of good 
players. We really have a 
good shot,” Kenny said. 
     The Mariners run an up
-tempo offense going “as 
fast as humanly possible,” 
said Gee. 
     “I hope to tack up an-
other banner to our 
school,” Tyler Hoxie, sen-
ior, said. “I want to go as 
far as we can. We need to 
pass the second round and 
just win.” 
     As for defense, the team 
prefers to alternate be-
tween an aggressive man 
to man and full and half 

court presses. “We are very 
good at the press,” Gee 
said. 
     The aspects of the sea-
son that Gee wants his 
team to focus on are de-
fense and rebounding.  
     “We can score, we just 
need to be able to stop peo-
ple as well,” Gee said. 
     “We have a team with 
good chemistry and good 

hustle,” John Washburn, 
junior, said. 
     “We have a good man in 
every position. We have a 
good coach and he knows 
w h a t  h e ’ s  d o i n g , ” 
Washburn said. 
     The season officially 
begins on December 12 
versus Division I foe 
Chariho at home. 

A new year, a new mindset 

by MATT PISTACCHIO 
reporter 
 
 The Mariners’ Sen-
ior Day couldn’t have been 
had a better ending for the 
crowd. 
     The NHS Football Mari-
ners knocked off the Moses 
Brown Quakers in a dra-
matic 12-0 victory on Sat-
urday, October 25.  
     “I knew it would be a 
good game and I’m glad we 
were on top,” said junior 
center Sean Wright. “It 
was frustrating that we 
hadn’t beaten them in a 
regular season game and I 
had a sigh of relief when it 
was all over.” 
     Throughout the first 
quarter the Mariner of-
fense continued to plow 
right through Moses 
Brown. The Quakers ended  
up getting a few stops, but 
their offense just couldn’t 
execute against the Mari-
ner defense. 
     Fourth down after 
fourth down, and the Mari-
ners kept pushing the ball 
through. The first touch-
down of the game was 
scored by Pete Smurro, 
senior tailback, with two 
minutes remaining in the 
first quarter. 
     The two-point conver-
sion attempt was no good, 
and the half ended with 
the score at 6-0 in the 
Mariner’s favor. 
     Head coach, Richard 
Fossa, said he expected the 

Quakers to be very ath-
letic. “They are very 
young,” Fossa said . 
     “They are getting better 
each week. They were the 
best defensive team we 
have faced all season, yet 
they are too young and did-
n’t have the break-away 
offense that they’ve had in 
years past,” Fossa said. 
     Fossa said the Mariners 
did very well on defense.  
    “We were aggressive and 
we didn’t make any mental 
mistakes,” he said. 
     The resurgence of the 
Mariners’ aggressive de-
fense pleased Coach Fossa. 
    “We played the physical 
style of defense that we 
have been playing the first 
three weeks of the season.   

The last two showed a lot 
more error, but we played 
with the right mentality 
this game.” 
     Fossa said, “Offensively 
we made too many mis-
takes, but we had two 
great drives and excellent 
defense to get the win.” 
     Midway through the 
second half, the crowd was 
given a little scare when a 
misread pass to Smurro 
from Brendan Kenny, sen-
ior quarterback, resulted 
in an interception. 
      Luckily for the team, 
the Quakers were unable 
to capitalize on this.  
     Through defense and a 
few penalties on Moses 
Brown, Narragansett was 
able to get the ball back. 

     The fourth quarter 
seemed to be a match of 
the first. The Quakers 
could not stop the rolling 
Mariner offense and this 
gave the Mariners their 
second touchdown.  
     The touchdown was 
scored by Smurro, his sec-
ond touchdown of the game 
off two short runs. 
     “The game was very 
exciting,” Michael Millen, 
senior fullback/linebacker, 
said . “This was a team I 
had always wanted to beat. 
      “It’s just something 
that I’ve always dreamed 
about. You always want to 
end your senior year on a 
winning note.” 

“The D shut ‘em down” 

Lady Mariners: 
Senior Night 
by CARA ARNAU 
reporter 
   
 A nice ceremony 
took place for the Lady 
Mariners volleyball team. 
Each senior walked out 
with their parents while 
they received flowers and a 
speech.  
     Then the girls got right 
into their warm-up in 
preparation for their 
match versus  Exeter-West 
Greenwich  
     It was a full house in 
the gym. Fans were ex-
cited and cheering for their 
favorite team. 
     First off to serve for the 
Lady Mariners was Mary-
Ellen Vigeant, senior. She 
knocks it over the net scor-
ing the first point.  
     “I think I did a good job 
and knocked it hard,”  
Vigeant said.  
     The Mariners lost all 
three games. The first 
game was close with a 
score of 25-22. However, 
the second game the Mari-
ners had no hope. The sec-
ond game was not even 
close with a score of 25-10. 
     If the Lady Mariners 
were to lose this match, 
the seniors would have to 
empty out their lockers for 
the final time. 
     The last game was also 
close and the Mariners left 
their hearts on the court. 
They played with great 
intensity, but they could 
not deliver.  
     Chelsea Dentler dove 
for the ball as EWG 
blocked one of the Mari-
ners’ shots.  
     She saved it and Made-
lyn Reagan, senior, had a 
great set up and slammed 
it down towards EWG. 
     Unfortunately they lost 
the last game and their 
season was over, for the 
seniors this was their last 
season to play ever.   
     Although they had lost 
their final game of the sea-
son the Lady Mariners 
kept their heads up.  
     “We had fun playing,”  
Julia Duquette, senior. 
said 
     “I wasn’t mad that we 
lost I was mad that our 
coach didn’t talk to us af-
ter the game. It was rude 
a n d  d i s r e s p e c t f u l , ”  
Reagan said.  
     Reagan had six blocks 
and four kills and Dentler 
had five kills to lead the 
Mariners. 

Mariner basketball crew to  
focus on defense this season. 


